Join Father Langan, the pastor of St. John the
Evangelist Parish in Honesdale, PA on a
holy pilgrimage through Sicily and Malta!
11 Days from Palermo to Malta | November 6 – 17, 2017
Greek theater at Taormina, Sicily

In November of 2017 we will set out on a pilgrimage to some of the most beautiful and important

places of the Mediterranean world. We'll begin in Palermo, the capital of the autonomous region of
Sicily, founded some 2700 years ago by the Phoenicians, the famous seafaring people of classical

antiquity. Ten days later we'll depart from Malta, the island-stronghold of the Mediterranean Sea,
whose official state religion is still Roman Catholicism!

A little history: like the rest of Sicily, Palermo was subsequently dominated by a variety of peoples
of uniquely different origins and cultures. The empires of Carthage, Rome and Byzantium ruled

Ancient temple of Segesta, Sicily

this island for over a millennium. Then in the 8th century, as Byzantine influence in the

Mediterranean world waned, a new power left its mark on Sicily and Malta - the Arabs. Much of
Sicily suffered under Islamic rule, until the Normans (men of Viking ancestry from Scandinavia)

$2,995 USD

per person, land only

$3,845 USD
air inclusive

invaded and reconquered this once Roman land. Norman rule was followed by Germanic rule,
until Sicily finally joined forces with Naples and formed the "Kingdom of Two Sicilies," which
remained autonomous from the rest of Italy until the unification of 1860.

Our pilgrimage will explore the rich culture, history, and architectural and artistic traditions of

Sicily and Malta. Morning Mass will begin each day, opening our hearts and minds to the grace of
God. At the end of each day we'll then sit down together to enjoy the culinary delights of the

Mediterranean. All hotels are rated 4 or 5 stars and your tours and transfers are privately guided.

View overlooking the main square, Ortigia, Sicily

“To go on pilgrimage is not simply
to visit a place to admire its
treasures of nature, art or history.
To go on pilgrimage really means to
step out of ourselves in order to
encounter God where he has
revealed himself, where his grace
has shone with particular splendor
and produced rich fruits of
conversion and holiness among
those who believe."
- Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Maurizio Rossi
Tour Director

Maurizio Rossi was born in Bologna
in 1969. He studied International
Law (BA) at the prestigious Paris
West University Nanterre La Défense
and went on to study Diplomacy
(MA) at the University of Bologna.
In 1997 he founded Viaggia Zalay, a
cultural association whose main
objective is to lead groups in
culturally immersing trips around
the world. He has visited more than
150 countries and in at least 90 of
these nations went as the tour
guide. He lived abroad for 16 years,
in France, Egypt, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Morocco and the
United States, learning to speak and
write fluently in ten different
languages.
Maurizio is a devout Catholic and is
married with two young children.
He and his family live outside of
Bologna in the Emilia-Romagna
region of northern Italy.

Itinerary

Your hotel in Ortigia, Sicily

Monday, November 6

Everyone will meet at St. Mary Magdalen in
Honesdale, PA at 12:00 PM. You are welcome to
leave your vehicles in the parking lot for the
duration of the trip. The bus will depart for
Newark airport at 12:30 PM and arrive at 2:30
PM. The group flight departs Newark at 5:30
PM.

Tuesday, November 7

The group flight will arrive in Munich, Germany
at 7:20 AM. After a few hours in the airport you
will board a flight for Palermo, Sicily at 12:05 PM,
arriving at 2:10 in the afternoon. Here you'll be met
by the tour director, Maurizio Rossi. A private bus
will take you directly through the hills outside of
Palermo to a luxury 4-star hotel in the heart of
Palermo, Grand Hotel et Des Palmes. Take some
time here to unwind and relax before joining the
group for Mass in the nearby church of Saints
Peter and Paul followed by dinner at the hotel.

Wednesday, November 8

This morning you'll have breakfast followed by
Mass in the church of Saints Peter and Paul. You'll
then visit historic Palermo, including a visit to the
Palatine Chapel, the great chapel of the Norman
kings of Sicily. Dinner to follow in the hotel.

Thursday, November 9

Just as every other day, you'll begin the day with
breakfast. We'll then have Mass together in the
church of Saints Peter and Paul. After Mass we'll
head up to the sanctuary of Santa Rosalia and then
onto the beautiful abbey of Monreale. After a long
day of site-seeing you'll finally head back to your
hotel for dinner. Pack your bags and get ready to
depart the next day!

Friday, November 10

Today, after Mass and breakfast, you'll check out
of the hotel and get back on the bus. Your first
stop today is Segesta, an ancient city of great
importance for the Elymian people, one of
Sicily's three indigenous peoples. Here you'll see
the amazing Doric temple from the 5th century
BC, a marvel to behold. After lunch you're then
back on the bus and headed towards Agrigento,
one of the most important cities of all of ancient
Greece. Its population during the 5th century BC
is estimated to have been anywhere from
200,000 - 800,00 people.
Arriving in the late afternoon, you'll check in at
the magnificent five-star Hotel Athena
overlooking a 5th century BC temple and resting
within the "Valley of Temples" a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. We'll enjoy dinner here at
this wonderful hotel.
View of your hotel in Palermo, Sicily
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View of your hotel, Villa Athena. Agrigento, Sicily

Siracusa, Sicily
Atlantic Ocean

PILGRIMAGE TO SICILY AND MALTA
Mediterranean Sea

Monday, November 13

Valletta, Malta

Saturday, November 11

After breakfast today you will visit the Valley of
Temples, the largest archaeological site in the
world and one of the finest and best preserved
examples of the beauty and architectural
achievement of Magna Graecia.
After lunch you will board the bus and embark
for Siracusa, one of the largest and most
important cities in Sicily. Your hotel is the
luxury five-star Hotel des Etrangers, located just
off the main square of Ortigia, the most
beautiful and oldest section of the city. Ortigia is
actually an island of its own, divided from the
mainland by a narrow strip of water. After
checking in at the hotel you'll have Mass at the
nearby church of Santa Lucia alla Badia
followed by dinner at the hotel.

Sunday, November 12

After breakfast and Sunday Mass you'll
explore the enchanting city of Ortigia with
Maurizio. He'll unveil some of its most
beautiful treasures for you.
In the afternoon you'll have some free time
for shopping or perhaps relaxing at the hotel
spa. In the evening you'll have a nice dinner
together at the hotel.

Wednesday, November 15

After breakfast and Mass you'll be back on the
bus and headed up the coast towards the most
imposing of all European volcanoes, Mount
Etna. Mount Etna sits above two tectonic plates
that divide juxtaposing continents: the African
Plate and the Eurasian Plate. It is the tallest
active volcano in Europe reaching almost
11,000 feet into the sky and is on the list of
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Ironically,
some of the most beautiful places in the world
sit within its deadly reach. After a visit to Etna
and lunch, you'll head out to one such place :
Taormina.

Today you'll have an early start, boarding the bus
before sunrise for Pozzallo, where you'll embark
on a 9:15 AM ferry for Valletta, the capital of
Malta!

Taormina is most famous for its Greek Theater
(sometimes disputed to be of Roman origin)
although it is the view of this place that is
heavenly. The ancient coastline, high above the
shimmering Mediterranean, with Etna at one
side and the sunset at the other; it is hard to
imagine a more beautiful place in the world.

Thursday, November 16

You'll check in at the prestigious NH Collection
Taormina, a five-star hotel with a view that is
unsurpassed. You're then off to dinner nearby.

Tuesday, November 14

After breakfast and Mass at the nearby
church of Santa Caterina you're off to visit
the famous "Teatro Greco" or Greek Theater.
You'll then have some time to yourself to
visit the town and enjoy lunch. There will
then be an optional visit to the Sicilian
Museum of Art and Popular Traditions.
After an early dinner at a nearby Trattoria
you'll tuck in for an early night.

The ferry will arrive in Malta in the early
afternoon. You'll then take a few cabs to your
lodging, the Grand Hotel Excelsior Malta, the
modern five-star hotel overlooking the harbor.
After checking in you'll then have Mass at the
nearby church of Saint Publius, dedicated to the
first bishop of Malta. He is also the same man
who housed Paul in the Acts of the Apostles!
You'll then have dinner at the hotel.
After Mass and breakfast you will tour Valletta
for the day. Experience the beauty of this mostly
Baroque city, the southernmost capital of Europe!
In the evening you'll have dinner together at the
hotel and prepare to depart for the USA.

Friday, November 17
After breakfast a few taxis will take you directly
to the airport. The group flight departs at 1:10
PM. Arriving in Munich at 3:55 AM you'll then
board a flight that arrives in JFK at 8:35 PM!

Palatine Chapel, Palermo

PILGRIMAGE TO SICILY AND MALTA
Escorted by Father Langan
& tour director Maurizio Rossi

-

Organized and operated by ProRome Tours, LLC
TOUR DETAILS:
Departure from USA: November 6, 2017
Arrive in Palermo, Italy: November 8, 2017
End in Valletta, Malta: November 17, 2017
Return to USA: November 17, 2017

COST:

$3,845 USD — per person, air-inclusive
A non-refundable deposit of $495 per person is required at time of booking. Space is limited!
Single occupancy rate available on request. Please contact ProRome Tours, LLC for details.

TO SIGN UP CONTACT US:
ProRome Tours, LLC
316 North New Street | Staunton, VA 24401
Phone: 1-800-2805283
E-mail: reservations@prorometours.com
Website: www.prorometours.com

REGISTRATION & PAYMENT
DETAILS:
April 28
Registrations and Deposits Due
June 9
1st Installment Due
July 28
2nd Installment Due

Valletta, Malta

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
FREE WI-FI available in all hotels

MEALS: Full buffet breakfast daily and dinner daily. Always with a choice of menus.

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE: Travel / medical insurance; excess baggage; daily lunch; tips to the local guides, driver and tour director; all items
of a personal nature such as laundry, cleaning, telephone, fax expenses, etc.
TRAVEL INSURANCE: Not included in price but available for purchase through ProRome Tours, LLC.

